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reunion with Great Britain and the restoration of monarchy. The *
circular letter may have been put out with a view to finding what
approval it would win. The effect of the letter was rather to
prepare the people, who were invincibly republican, to support
the efforts of the Convention. Those who opposed it were warned
that their opposition might end in another king over America.
No wonder that many letters were written to the Convention dele-
gates, asking what the Convention intended; and no wonder that
tie Convention hastened to make a statement. Not one of the ,
delegates had thought for a moment that anything besides a
republican form of government would serve, or could even be
proposed with safety to themselves.
They kept republican ideas always in mind while they debated
on the powers and duties of the President on various days through
August and into September, They made his term of office four
years instead of seven, and permitted him to be re-elected, He
must be **a natural bom Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States,
at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution." If he was a
naturalized citizen, he must have been "fourteen years a Resident
within the United States/* He must be at least thirty-five years
old when elected. He was to be elected, not as hitherto proposed,
by Congress, but by electors chosen for that purpose in the
several states. The intricate scheme of electors devised by the
Convention had to be amended in 1804, but it in any case pro-
vided that the President should be elected by the people, not
by another department of the government. He was to be com-
mander in chief of the Army and Navy. He should have power
to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the United
States, except in the case of impeachments. By and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, he should have power to make
treaties, and to appoint ambassadors, ministers, and consuls, and
all other officers of the United States wrhose appointments were
**not here-in otherwise provided for"—and the judges of the
Supreme Court.
The Convention voted against giving the President a council
to assist him, but assumed there would be heads of the executive
departments. Out of this was to grow the Cabinet, never even
mentioned in the Constitution, The President's duties were spe-
cifically stated, but no restrictions specifically laid upon him. He
might be removed from office **on Impeachment for, and Con-

